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The beloved, classic, and New York Timesâ€“bestselling odd couple Duck & Goose are back, and

this time Duck has a new friend.Â Duck & Goose, Goose & Duck. Feathered friends forever . . . or

are they? You see, there's a challenge to their friendship: a little whippersnapper of a duck named

Thistle. Thistle's good at everything (or so she thinks), from math to holding her breath to standing

on her head. Duck thinks she's fantastic. But Goose does not! And so Goose is faced with a

problem close to the hearts of children everywhere: what happens when your best friend makes a

new friend?Praise for the Duck & Goose series:Â â€œDuck and Goose have taken their places

alongside Frog and Toad and George and MarthaÂ as fine examples of friendship, curiosity and

problem-solving.â€• â€”Kirkus ReviewsÂ â€œCharming, funny, simple, and surprising. . . .Â Hills is

master of the light comic touch.â€•Â â€”The Boston GlobeÂ 
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Ducks and geese are not immediately adorable creatures. Anyone who has ever been bitten by a

duck or chased by a hissing goose will agree with me here. Yet due to that law of nature that states

that any and all creatures must start out cute in order to survive (the sole exception being pandas),

baby ducks and baby geese are nothing short of adorableness incarnate. With his first book "Duck



and Goose", author/illustrator Tad Wade went from fabulous Halloween costumer designer and

husband of half of Schwartz & Wade to a star in his own right. His book was the kind of cute that

everyone can agree on. There is good cute in this world and there is bad cute (ala Disney Cuties)

and Mr. Hills has successfully placed his creations in the former category. His first Duck & Goose

book was a well-deserved hit and now a sequel is here to follow-up the tale. If a ball was the

mysterious visitor in the first book, imagine what a mysterious talking visitor could do.Goose doesn't

know it, but there's a new duck in the pasture and it goes by the name of Thistle. One day, as

Goose attempts to maintain the butterfly that has landed on his head, his act of concentration is

disrupted by the untimely arrival of Duck and his new friend Thistle. Thistle is a small

highly-competitive duckling, and she's extraordinarily eager to show off her prowess in everything

from adding to balancing sticks to hopping on one foot. Goose competes against this little

challenger for a while, but he just can't seem to best her in anything. As such, he goes off to do his

own thing, leaving the two ducks together. Duck, however, finds that though Thistle is admirable,

she's also a bit tiring.
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